
S U M M E R    D R I V E    D A Y S

This past Sunday, the team got together for a drive day. While most of our drive days are spent testing, 
gathering empirical evidence, and training our competition drivers, we also think it’s important that every 
dedicated member gets a turn at the wheel and an opportunity to enjoy the fruits of their labor.



RECRUITMENT SEASON
Rutgers Formula Racing’s 
long legacy is due in part to 
the team’s ability to 
continuously recruit and 
teach new members.  The 
start of the new season 
marks the start of another 
recruitment season. Our 
recruitment goals are not 
only to replace the seniors 
who will leave us after this 
year, but also to grow the 
team in both numbers and 
diversity. While our 
members are usually 
mechanical engineers, we’d 
love to meet more business, 
SAS, and electrical 
engineering majors.

FUNDRAISING SEASON KICKOFF

Our 2019 fundraising season kicked off to a great start at Jets practice game at High Point Solutions 
Stadium. The team makes a good portion of its fundraising budget from concessions at football games, 
music festivals, and various other events. The Jets game brought it tons of fans, keeping team members 
busy all day long. Before the end of the game, the team had sold out of everything aside from a few candy 
bars. The team is looking forward to upcoming music festivals. Catch the team at Citadel Country Spirit 
USA from August 24th to August 26th and Made in America from September 1st to September 2nd.



WHAT’S NEW AT THE SHOP
In a list of pet peeves, perhaps one that most of 
us can agree on is that nothing is worse than 
when someone repositions the driver’s seat of 
your car. Why is this so universally frowned 
upon? Because when the position of the seat is 
tailored to how you want it, you can drive 
comfortably, confidently, and do not mind doing 
it for an extended period of time. This summer 
we have taken this concept and applied it to the 
design of the RFR19. In an effort to cater the 
driver cell design to the preferences of our 
drivers, a modular seating jig for just this 
purpose was manufactured. Using the jig, 
seating angle, pedal distance, and the location 
and angle of the steering wheel can be 
measured to the preferences of each driver. 
During our mid-August drive day with Cooper 
Union, 10 drivers sat in the seating rig after 
driving the RFR18 to provide feedback for next 
year’s design. In the coming weeks, we will 
balance this feedback with a steering effort test 
and rulebook provided by the competition to 
model a new driver’s cell in the chassis and a 
new seat for the driver.

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
best part of the team is competition 
time, which begins the second you 
end finals. The first and largest 
competition of the season takes 
place in Michigan, where Rutgers 
competes against over a hundred 
schools from across the world in 
order to see what the entire year of 
development was worth. As a new 
member at competition, I got to 
experience exciting races, close 
calls, and ultimately, what our car 
and hard work was capable of 
achieving. Being a member on the 
team means more than just 
showing up to a couple of 
meetings, it's about devoting 
yourself to making the fastest car 
possible and meeting some great 
friends along the way.

Stephen Weinpahl.(‘21),
General Member

Being a new member on Rutgers 
Formula Racing was a great 
experience filled with learning 
disciplines and meeting new friends. 
As a new member, I quickly became 
excited for what the year held for 
both team and me, and began 
helping out around the shop as 
much as possible. Within the team, 
there are several subteams that 
focus on different components of the 
car such as powertrain and aero, 
which allowed me, as a new 
member, to find exactly what I 
wanted to do for the team. By the 
end of the first semester, I had 
already met some great people and 
been through machine training, 
which allowed me to manufacture 
the parts that would allow our team 
to compete. The




